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Principles behind the use of 
institutional data in a shared 
national Current Research 
Information System 
 
• Completeness: All scholarly 

publications and other results from 
research are included 
 

• Transparency: Every institution can 
see and check all other institutions’ 
data. The national database is also 
online and open to society at large. 
 

• Multiple use of the data: CV’s, 
applications, evaluations, annual 
reports, internal administration, 
bibliography for Open Archives, links 
to full text, etc. 
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References imported 
from WoS 

References to book 
and article in book 
added by me 



All channels can be searched, and new channels can be 
suggested 



 

 

 Now called ERIH PLUS, the European Reference Index for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences 

 Has moved to Bergen, Norway (The Norwegian Social Science 
Data Services) 

 Becomes a dynamic register, new journals will be included 
continuously on certain (strict) criteria 

 The “quality tiers” (INT1, INT2, NAT) will not be used any more 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
In our view, the Czech Republic has one of the 
requirements of the Norwegian model – the national 
CRIS-system – but not the standardized register which 
creates the potential of performing bibliometric analysis 
in the data and establishing quality levels.  
 
ERIH PLUS is a standardized register of journals and 
series in the SSH only. It has three strengths: Clear 
definitions and quality control so that only proper 
scholarly journals are admitted; it is dynamic and open 
to suggestions for new journals; it is European-wide 
and free to make active use of by the Czech Republic. 
However, the journals and series are not ranked in 
quality tiers any more.  
 



  



Both Elsevier and 
Thomson Reuters 
are now 
integrating the 
citation databases 
with research 
management tools 
and CRIS-systems 
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Evaluation-based (blue) and indicator-based (red) models for 
performance-based funding of research institutions 



Adams & Guerney, 2014 

 What researchers do under 
assessment differs from what 
surveys say they believe about 
the signals of research 
excellence. 

 With the exception of the 
humanities, academics 

 Prioritise journals over other 
publications 

 Accelerate publication rates 
at RAE time 

 Favour journals with high 
average citation impact 

 … and among those they are 
persuaded that a high 
Impact Factor beats a 
convincing individual article.  



Adams & Guerney, 2014 

 What researchers do under 
assessment differs from what 
surveys say they believe about 
the signals of research 
excellence. 

 UK researchers seem convinced 
that journal brand alone can tick 
the excellence box. 



Evaluation-based (blue) and indicator-based (red) models for 
performance-based funding of research institutions 

In practice, most submitted publications are evaluated 
by translating citation indicators into grades.  
 
Properly peer-reviewed are:  
- the social sciences and humanities 
- publications with wide differences between citations 

and Journal Impact Factors. 



Data for performance based funding and research 
evaluation in Portugal 

 Stage 1: Web of Science 



Data for performance based funding and research 
evaluation in Portugal 

 Stage 1: Web of Science 

 Stage 2: Scopus 



Data for performance based funding and research 
evaluation in Portugal 

 Stage 1: Web of Science 

 Stage 2: Scopus 

 Stage 3: CRIS-data & 
publication points 



Overview of this presentation 

 

1. Trends in: 

a. The coverage of the SSH in commercial databases 

b. The development of Current Research Information 
Systems (CRIS) 

c. Performance-based funding of research institutions 

d. The development of proper research evaluation 
methodologies for the SSH 

e. OA in the SSH 

f. Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers of 
scholarly publication channels 

2. Conclusions from 1 a-f. 

3. Further development – some issues 

 

 

 

 



Developing proper evaluation methodologies for the SSH 
at the international level 

? 
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OA in the SSH 

 

 The author payment method (gold) 

 Local repositories (green) 

 Quality assurance of OA journals 

 

 

 



 
Scholarly journal articles on the national level will be 
concentrated in a few journals. Example: Sociology 
Based on 435 scholarly journal articles in sociology from the higher education sector in Norway 2005-2011. 
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Publications in the native language as 
shares of all journals and as shares of all articles 

11% 

5% 
1% 1% 0% 

48% 

39% 

12% 

2% 0% 

HUM SOC HEALTH NAT ENG 

Journals Articles



Overview of this presentation 

 

1. Trends in: 

a. The coverage of the SSH in commercial databases 

b. The development of Current Research Information 
Systems (CRIS) 

c. Performance-based funding of research institutions 

d. The development of proper research evaluation 
methodologies for the SSH 

e. OA in the SSH 

f. Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers of 
scholarly publication channels 

2. Conclusions from 1 a-f. 

3. Further development – some issues 

 

 

 

 



Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers of scholarly 
publication channels 



Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers of scholarly 
publication channels 
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Trends: Conclusions 

 

 ERIH PLUS will most probably 

a. Continue to challenge the limited coverage of the SSH in 
the commercial data sources  

b. Become increasingly important as a resource for the 
running of CRIS-systems worldwide 

c. Guide a more proper coverage of the SSH in performance-
based funding systems 

d. Become an agreed standard and resource in the 
development of a proper evaluation methodology for the 
SSH at the European level 

e. Become an important information source for supporting 
research quality in OA journals 

f. Develop from being a “list” to become an enriched 
information resource – through European collaboration 

 

 

 



Overview of this presentation 

 

1. Trends in: 

a. The coverage of the SSH in commercial databases 

b. The development of Current Research Information 
Systems (CRIS) 

c. Performance-based funding of research institutions 

d. The development of proper research evaluation 
methodologies for the SSH 

e. OA in the SSH 

f. Nordic collaboration on online dynamic registers of 
scholarly publication channels 

2. Conclusions from 1 a-f. 

3. Further development – some issues 

 

 

 

 



Further development 

 

 Organization? 

 Book publishing? 

 Open Access? 

 An index, not only of journals, but of articles as well? 

 

 Visibility, evaluation, communication 

 

 

 


